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June 08, 2020 

Dear incoming T-bird and families, 

Welcome to your next ELA adventure! You have been placed in 9th Honors English at 

Tumwater High School for the 2020-21 school year; I will be your freshman English teacher. I 

have worked with gifted and honors freshmen for most of my teaching career and it is my 

favorite class to teach! This quarter has been an exciting time for me to learn new ways to teach 

and connect with my students. I am working on my first video for you right now (I am hoping 

you will send me a video back – I can’t wait to meet you)! We have a lot of exciting 

opportunities ahead to learn and create together. I am so happy you are here!!  

 

As I am writing this letter, our district hasn’t fully worked out what the start of our school year will look 

like – which makes things a bit tricky in terms of what I can tell you to expect when we meet in 

September. And, as you are reading this letter, you are just finishing up a school year in which you spent 

the last quarter of it learning from home.  I know that it has been challenging for your teachers – and even 

more so for you and your peers.   

 

The purpose for this letter is twofold. First, I want to tell you about your summer homework.  I 

would like to stress the importance of this homework. Each of you has been engaged in different 

amounts since we left school on March 13.  Our district’s grading policy made it possible for 

some students to disengage from learning for a long time so that families could prioritize taking 

care of one another and staying healthy. But as we move forward, we need to reengage with 

school, even as we adapt to the new ways that “learning” and “school” might function. I am 

asking, then, that you fully engage back into school mode in preparation for high school. This 

work will not be optional; these assignments will be the very first grades you earn in our class. 

Your homework will be posted in our summer Google Classroom on June 22… and this leads 

to the second purpose of this letter: technology and access.   

Technology and access notes: 

1. You will need to join our Google Classroom. The class code is xptguyv 

2. As you move up to high school, Skyward “rolls over” your account. You can enroll in 

Classroom right now for our summer homework – but you will notice, in August, that your 

log in will shift to your new password (described below).   

3. Student emails are, as you likely know, first.last.grad year@stu.tumwater.k12.wa.us.  For 

example, if I were an incoming freshman, my email would be: 

suzanne.hall.24@stu.tumwater.k12.wa.us 
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4. If your first or last name is more than 8 characters, you will only use the first 8 characters.  

For example, if my name was Suzanne Unicornrainbows, my email would be: 

suzanne.unicornr.24… 

5. Student password is lower-case t and your student ID.  For example, my pretend password 

would be:  t1234567 

6. If you are coming to THS from outside of our district, you should have an email account 

ready for your use about two days after you are registered in Skyward. If you are receiving 

this letter in the mail – that means we have you in Skyward.  If you are not able to access 

your email account or your Skyward account, please email me so I can help! 

7. I am designing summer homework so that it can be accessed and completed primarily using 

your computer/the internet (and a book and some art supplies!).  However, if you have 

limited access to your computer/the internet in the summer – please let me know right away! 

I can make PDFs of screenshots and instructions so that you can get your work done.   

 

Please note that your homework is due on the first day of school and cannot be submitted late. 

An important purpose of this work is to review and reinforce critical reading, writing, and 

grammar skills that you will be building on in your freshman year. For this year, with everyone 

entering high school with varying levels of academic engagement from 8th grade spring semester, 

we have to try and get up to speed for high school honors level work as quickly as possible.  I am 

planning my work for us in September based on the assumption that you have completed the 

summer homework.  

 

Please email me at any time this summer with questions regarding homework, the upcoming 

school year, or anything else I might be able to help with as you prepare for high school. I hope 

you have many escapades planned for your summer – get some good rest, do some good 

thinking, and get ready for a great freshman year. 

 

Welcome to Tumwater High School! We are glad you are joining us.  

See you soon! 

  

Ms. Hall 

Suzanne Hall, NBCT 

English Teacher 

Speech and Debate Team Coach 
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